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The Gospel reading for the 6th of June 
speaks of the widow of Nain whose only 
son had died. Jesus felt compassion for 
her as he approached the village and 
resurrected her son. There are several  
ways of understanding this passage – 

some will focus on analogy to Jesus as 
the only Son of the Father making the 

resurrection of the widow’s Son a pointer 
to the resurrection of Jesus; others on 

how the widow was bereft emotionally 
and financially with this loss. 

 
What I want to focus on here is the totality of her loss. She was 
completely alone in the world now. No one with whom to share the 
burdens of life. No one to help her survive day to day.  No security or 
prospects for her future. Enormous anxiety for what the future holds at 
the same time as experiencing the grief of her only child’s death. Into 
this environment steps Jesus. 
 
He has compassion on her and raises her son. It is into these moments of 
complete despair that Jesus comes. It is a microcosm of the Gospel 
where God brings life to the dead, hope to the hopeless. 
 
As we reflect on this maybe we should ask ourselves what it is we see 
God doing in our world. Often we seem to see God as reinforcing 
cultural practices with which we are comfortable and whose passing we 
lament.  
Or perhaps as one who will guide us to personal fulfilment, will help us 
to fulfil our hopes and dreams.  
Yet the image in this story points us in a completely different direction – 
towards the God who gives us life when all the possibilities seem to 
have escaped us; the God who appears in the midst of our pain and loss 
and restores us to life. In doing this God is shown to be the one who 



shatters what is expected and creates new things from that which has 
been shattered. 
 
And for those of us who follow Jesus it is a challenge. A challenge to see 
in those whose lives seem to us shattered or difficult or wrongheaded 
that in these situations Jesus has compassion and brings life. And in 
seeing this to see that as a challenge to have the same attitude as Jesus 
and seek to be life giving rather than critical. 
 
         Philip 
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Dinner ticket $30 Raffle Prizes 
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'Painters Gallery' competition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tickets:- 
Yorketown Newsagency, 88521581 
Michael Ford, Minlaton 8853 2198 
Barb Freidenfelds, Edithburgh 8852 6075 
Scotty's Diner, Warooka 8854 5224 
Pat Sincock, Yorketown 8852 1086 
Virginia Ahwan, The Pines 8855 3246 
 

 
 
 



ST.  CHRISTOPHER’S  -  CURRAMULKA 
 
We have had a very stable congregation over the last two months 
despite minor illnesses.  A ‘first’ for many years was the 
celebration of Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday.  It was 
somewhat disappointing in numbers as it had been well 
advertised.  However, it is a busy time and we hope more will 
come along next year. 
On 21st April we had a special service for St. Anselm who was the 
archbishop of Canterbury and died in 1109.  It was held at 11am 
and followed by an enjoyable lunch at the Curramulka hotel.  
Anzac Day brought a big crowd with many visitors.  After the 
service, new gates at the park were dedicated to the only WW1 
soldier who died and had enlisted from Curramulka:  Melross 
Thomas.  This is the third year we have had an Anzac Day service 
and we are getting more people attending each year. 
Repairs and other work has been done around our building to 
conform to the OH&S ruling in an effort to make a safe 
environment for all who visit St. Christopher’s. 
During the first two weeks in June the School Ministry group will 
be visiting schools in the Lower Yorke district and I will be 
joining them.  The theme for this term is “Solving the puzzle:  
building up and encouraging each other”.  The students and staff 
are very welcoming. 
On 25th July we celebrate our patron saint, Christopher.  The 
service will be at 11am with the Band supplying the music.  
Lunch is at the Curramulka Hotel, so anyone who intends coming 
is asked to contact Rosemary [ph 88542093] for catering 
purposes. 
Keep safe and well and may God keep us all in His loving care. 
 

         Rosemary Eichner 



St  Mary’s  -  Edithburgh 
 
 
Following on from the last edition, we have now received the Faculty for the 
Ciborium dedicated earlier this year. 
 
Our small band enjoyed travelling the full Easter journey this year, many thanks 
to Fr. Philip’s encouragement, as well as some attending the Lenten studies held 
at Imelda Bates home. 
 
We continue to be involved with the Edithburgh Ecumenical services.  St. Mary’s 
hosted the one in May & the impromptu idea to use our morning cuppa, as an 
opportunity to assist with the ‘Big Morning Tea’ for cancer was well received. 
The next Ecumenical service at St. Mary’s is on 26th Aug.9.30. If you are in the 
area please join us. 
A special service was also held following the Anzac Day march, the Edithburgh 
Institute was full. 
 
June & Geoff Harrison are well on their way & are at time of writing this, in 
Darwin.  We all wish them God speed & happy travelling. 
 
Two of our Barbs have had a spell in hospital; both are now home again & well 
on the road to recovery. 
 
We are looking forward to the SYP Vestry dinner Wed 7th July. 
Let’s hope some of you are able to support this fundraiser. It’s always a fun 
evening. 
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ST.  NEOT’S,  PORT VINCENT 
 

Greetings to all the ministry district churches from St. Neot’s 
congregation.  It is hard to believe that six months have already 
gone and winter is here.  The only new thing in our building is a 
security light system.  We are still searching for a solution to the 
hole in the ceiling beneath the steeple now that winter is here.  
Apart from that all is going well.  Trash & Treasure is open 
fortnightly [2nd & 4th Saturdays] until September when it will 
return to weekly.   
As the winter months are here it would seem the verse of Helen 
Steiner Rice called “The Legend of the Raindrop” is fitting: 
The legend of the raindrop has a lesson for us all 
As it trembles in the heavens – questioning whether it should fall. 
For the glistening raindrop argued to the genie of the sky,         “I 
am beautiful and lovely as I sparkle here on high, 
and hanging here I will become part of the rainbow’s hue 
and I’ll shimmer like a diamond for all the world to view.” 
But the genie told the raindrop, “Do not hesitate to go for you will 
be more beautiful if you fall to earth below. 
For you will sink into the soil and be lost a while from sight, 
but when you reappear on earth, you’ll be looked on with delight;  
for you will be the raindrop that quenched the thirsty ground and 
helped the lovely flowers to blossom all around. 
And in  your resurrection you’ll appear in queenly clothes with the 
beauty of the lily and the fragrance of the rose. 
Then, when you wilt and wither you’ll become part of the earth 
and make the soil more fertile and give new flowers birth.”   
For there is nothing ever lost or eternally neglected, 
for everything God ever made is always resurrected. 
So trust God’s all-wise wisdom and doubt the Father never, 
For in His heavenly kingdom there is nothing lost forever. 

           Pam Biggs 
 



St. Benedict’s Bargains & Bits  
 

An Op Shop in Minlaton has been run by the Anglican Church for over 
25 years.  The location has changed for varying reasons.  After starting 
operations in the church hall (now St. Benedict’s Church building) the 
volunteers decided to move to the Main Street to increase revenue. A 
vacant shop became available for a reasonable rent.  The move proved 
successful as sales increased due to the visible location and the decision 
to be more selective in the items displayed for sale.   
 
 
In 2008 the Main Street building became unsuitable for several reasons 
including its size.  The Bargains & Bits team looked at several locations 
in the Main Street and nearby, finally settling on the building not far 
from St. Benedict’s in Fourth Street.  While the location appeared less 
favourable than having a Main Street presence, sales have proved the 
decision was a good one.  Parking along the median strip for caravans 
and boats has provided many customers who browse whilst having a 
break in their holiday travels.  
 
 
The Fourth Street building looked rather forlorn before a complete paint 
job inside and out transformed it into presentable premises for saleable 
items including clothing, small collectable items, kitchenware, books 
and on occasions lounge suites and baby strollers.  Our income has 
increased because we are now receiving more unwanted goods to sell, 
this provides a bigger work load for the loyal volunteers who sort and 
price the items but there is much good humour and creativity during 
these sessions. 
 
 
 
 



Extending the display area in the current building by using another room 
at the rear is a plan in motion to accommodate the extra goods.  Both 
female and male volunteers keep the shop tidy and operational by 
working as shop assistants, sorting goods or performing repairs.  The 
profits provide support to various Missions each year on behalf of St. 
Benedict’s congregation and other areas of need as they arise.  We 
welcome new faces to join our productive team. 
 

Audrey Cook 
President. 
 
 
 
 



 
 ST. BENEDICT’S MOTHERS UNION 
 
Our May meeting was held in the evening and 
Donna Cook gave a very interesting and emotional 
talk on the fostering of children – the highlights 
and pitfalls.  We hope that God will be with some 
of these children to show them that there is hope in 

our society.   
 In June we will study Tanzania as our country and several 
members will speak on different aspects of this country, e.g. Customs, 
topography, MU work, CMS work, education, etc.  This meeting will 
be a lunch meeting with members supplying food with a Tanzanian 
flavour.  
 We are looking forward to our July meeting with Michael Ford 
who will speak and play music of the Psalms. 
 A retreat for women “Building Relationships” will be held from 
Friday, 23rd July until Sunday 25th at Camp Willochra, Melrose.  The 
Rev’d Dr. Catherine Holt [the MU Chaplain] will conduct the retreat.  
Cost is $70 with a $10 deposit to be paid by 12th July.  This retreat is 
open to any women in the Diocese.  If you would like to attend or need 
any further information, please contact Lorraine Rice on 88532107. 
 On Saturday, 7th August from 10am to 3pm at St. George’s, 
Magill, we will hold a Joining Together Day where MU members from 
the three Dioceses will celebrate MU founder Mary Sumner. 
 Our Area Festival will be held at St. George’s Church, Yorketown 
on Monday, 13th September at 11am.  Please make a note of this date. 
 Our Branch also does visiting at Melaleuca Court Nursing Home 
and South Park Hostel with different people rostered each month.  If 
anyone is interested in participating in this great outreach, please 
contact Lorraine. 
       With God’s Blessings, 
         Lorraine Rice 
          Secretary 



 
 

Follow-up to Lenten Forums 
 
On four Sunday nights during Lent, an evening forum was held, 
consisting of a shared tea followed by a presentation and discussion. As 
this was an Inter-Church initiative, the four evenings were shared 
between the different denominations in Minlaton. 
St. Benedict’s is now considering starting a regular monthly Sunday 
night meal and discussion group –     “Fork & Talk”.  Stay tuned for 
further information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Encourage one another; 
Build one another up. 
Be at peace among yourselves… 
Always seek to do good to one another… 
Rejoice always, 
Pray constantly, 
Give thanks in all circumstances; 
For this is God's will in Christ Jesus for you. 

1 Thess. 5:11, 13, 15-18 (RSV) 

 



 
 
 

Pentecost 
 
� A great day of celebration at St. Benedict’s!  
� We began with a procession, with banners waving. 
� Red lollies to add to the fun. 
� Preceding the Gospel, a skit about the arrival of the Holy Spirit. 
� A wonderful Morning Tea of Scones variously decorated with red. 
� Everyone wearing something red. 
 
 
 
 
Banner wavers  
Dawson & Olivia 
Cook 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Come Holy Spirit, 
Fill the hearts of your faithful. 

And kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit 

and they shall be created. 
And you will renew the face of the earth. 

Amen. 
 



 
 

Easter Services at St. Benedict’s 
 
Services were held each day during Holy Week, beginning with a 
procession and blessing of the palms on Palm Sunday, followed by a 
very modern reading of the Passion involving several members of the 
congregation. Maundy Thursday evening was a Eucharist with foot-
washing and some slightly different settings, inside and outside the 
church. 
Good Friday, led by a Licensed Lay Minister, was a very moving 
reflection on the events of the Crucifixion. 
Easter Day was a joyous Family Service and one of great thanksgiving 
for the Resurrection of our crucified Lord. 
A great many people joined us for part or all, of the Easter story. 
 
 
 
 
The Easter Garden  
and flowers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And he departed from our sight that we might return to our heart, and 
there find Him. For He departed, and behold, He is here. 
                St Augustine 

 
~ Let the resurrection joy lift us from loneliness and weakness and 

despair to strength and beauty and happiness. ~ 
 



 
Coming Events at St. Benedict’s 
Friday June 11th – 5pm Eucharist for St. Barnabas followed  
                              by a meal at the Football Club. 
Sunday July 11th – St. Benedict’s Day 
Sunday July 25th – Coralie Mumford, CPSW (Chaplain) at  
                               Minlaton District School is guest  
                               speaker at the service. 
 

 
FROM THE MINISTRY DISTRICT COMMITTEE 

 
The AGM of the Ministry District Committee was held at Warooka on 
the 30th May, following the Eucharist at the church and lunch at the 
Warooka Hotel. Reports were received and elections held. Michael Ford, 
Bruce Cook and June Harrison were re-elected as Chairperson, Treasurer 
and Secretary. The Committee decided to elect a Deputy Chairperson 
and Cheryl Bates accepted a nomination to this position. Discussion 
occurred as to the best time to have these quarterly meetings, but no 
clear preference emerged, so we will continue to hold them in 
conjunction with 5th Sunday Services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MD Committee meeting at the Warooka Hotel. 
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